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there might only have been a split second between the accident
and the death.

From the foregoing, it will be seen that fatal cases now in-
volve claims in respect of the following:

(a)   Special damages to the date of death.

(b)   Funeral expenses.

(c)   General damages for pain and suffering to the date of
death.

(d)   Damages for loss of expectation of life.

(e)   Damages under the Fatal Accidents Acts.

Most of the cases arise out of motor accidents, but the same
principles apply to third party claims generally.

LAW REFORM (MARRIED WOMEN AND
TORTFEASORS) ACT, 1935

This Act amended the law relating to (1) the capacity, pro-
perty and liabilities of married women, and the liabilities of
husbands, and (2) proceedings against, and contribution
between, tortfeasors.

Part I gives to a married woman complete freedom with
regard to her own property and she can sue or be sued as feme
sole. It also abolishes a husband's liability for his wife's torts
and ante-nuptial contracts, debts, and obligations.

Part II deals with the position where any person has suffered
damage through a tort. It provides that a person who recovers
judgment against one person who has committed a tort may
bring proceedings against any other person who would, if sued,
have been liable as a joint tortfeasor in respect of the same
damage. It also provides that if more than one action is brought
in respect of the same damage, the sums awarded in the various
actions shall not exceed in the aggregate the amount of the
damages awarded in the first judgment given. The plaintiff in
the second or any subsequent action may be deprived of costs
of such action, unless the Court considers there was reasonable
ground for bringing the action. It also provides that any tort-
feasor liable in respect of damage may recover contribution from
any other tortfeasor who is, or would, if sued, have been, liable
in respect of that damage.

The 1935 Act does not alter the common law rule that
husband and wife cannot sue one another for a tort. The
Married Women's Property Act, 1882, Sect. 12, however, gives a
married woman the same civil remedies for the protection of her
separate estate as if it belonged to her as a feme sole, and
" property " includes a thing in action. In Gottliffe v. Edehton